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THIS WEEK:

* Crawford and Right of Confrontation

Crawford and Right of
Confrontation

Thompson v. State, AOSA0370

On appeal, appellant contends that the
trial erred in admitting an audiotape of a 911
call made by the victim. Appellant argues
that the admission of the audiotape violated
Crawford and his Sixth Amendment right to
confrontation. At trial, the victim, Claudette
Pope, did not testify. The State tendered an
audiotape of Pope’s call to 911. The Court of
Appeals affirmed the judgment of the trial
court. The Court noted that Pope informed the
operator that she had been hit, had a swollen
face, and was experiencing bleeding. Although
Pope advised the 911 operator of appellant’s
location in another apartment, the call was
non-testimonial in nature. The phone call was
made to seck assistance in a situation involving
immediate danger. The Court also discerned
no clear error in admitting the contents of
the call under the res gestae exception to the
hearsay rule.
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