<<UGA LAW LETTERHEAD>>
<<Date>>
Office of Bar Admissions

Attn: Student Practice Rule Coordinator

244 Washington Street, SW

Suite 440

Atlanta, GA 30334

Dear Office of Bar Admissions:

Please find the enclosed Requests for Registration Pursuant to Student Practice Rule and Certificates of the Dean.

I am filing these documents with your office pursuant to Supreme Court of Georgia Rules 91-95, the Student Practice Rule.

Upon your office’s approval of these Requests for Registration, please provide evidence of registration for each student registered as contemplated by Rule 94 – including a (registration) number identifying each registered student. You may send these materials to me at the address listed below my signature.
If you have any questions, please let me know.

Respectfully,

Peter B. “Bo” Rutledge, Dean

University of Georgia School of Law

225 Herty Drive

Athens, Georgia 30602-6012

(706) 542- 7140 (Dean’s Office)

(706) 542-5283 (Fax)

borut@uga.edu
Request for Registration
Pursuant to Student Practice Rule 
and
Certificate of the Dean
TO THE OFFICE OF BAR ADMISSIONS:


I, Peter B. “Bo” Rutledge, Dean of the University of Georgia School of Law, an American Bar Association approved law school, do hereby request the Office of Bar Admissions to register the student named below in accordance with Supreme Court of Georgia Rules 91-95, the Student Practice Rule, and to assign a number identifying the registered student and provide to the student evidence of registration (in printed or electronic form). 

As required by Supreme Court Rules 93 and 94(1), I hereby certify that 

<<Name of Student>>
is presently enrolled at the University of Georgia School of Law and participating in the University of Georgia School of Law’s Prosecutorial Clinic Program. I further certify that said student has satisfactorily completed legal studies equivalent to at least two semesters of full-time study, is currently in good academic standing, and is, to the best of my knowledge, of good moral character and is prepared to do the work described in Supreme Court of Georgia Rules 91-95.

Furthermore, as required by Supreme Court Rule 94(2) and 94(3), I have attached hereto the said student’s Student Practice Rule Certification and Student Practice Rule Oath. 

This ______ day of __________________, 201 __.






________________________________________ 






Peter B. “Bo” Rutledge, Dean






University of Georgia School of Law
STUDENT PRACTICE RULE CERTIFICATION

and

STUDENT PRACTICE RULE OATH
TO THE OFFICE OF BAR ADMISSIONS:

CERTIFICATION

I, <<Name of Student>>, the undersigned student at the University of Georgia School of Law, do hereby certify that I have read and I am familiar with the Georgia Rules of Professional Conduct and that I will comply with all provisions of the Georgia Rules of Professional Conduct applicable to activities undertaken by me pursuant to Supreme Court of Georgia Rules 91-95, the Student Practice Rule.  

OATH

I, <<Name of Student>>, the undersigned student at the University of Georgia School of Law, do hereby affirm that:

I will support the Constitution of the United States and the Constitution of the State of Georgia;
I will maintain the respect due to courts of justice and judicial officers;
I will employ such means only as are consistent with truth and honor, and will never seek to mislead by any artifice or false statement of fact or law;
I will maintain and protect all confidences entrusted to me; and
I will in all other respects conduct myself personally and professionally in conformity with the high standards of conduct imposed upon members of the State Bar of Georgia. 

This _____ day of ____________________, 201__.






____________________________________ 







<<Name of Student>>






Student at UGA School of Law
IN THE [[SUPERIOR / STATE]] COURT OF _____ COUNTY

STATE OF GEORGIA

IN RE:
<<Name of Student>>, 

A Law Student Registered Pursuant to the 

Student Practice Rule 
(Registration No. _____ )

MOTION TO AUTHORIZE LAW STUDENT REGISTERED PURSUANT TO THE STUDENT PRACTICE RULE AND QUALIFIED UNDER THE THIRD YEAR PRACTICE ACT TO PARTICIPATE IN PROCEEDINGS IN THIS JUDICIAL CIRCUIT / COURT

NOW COMES the State of Georgia by and through [[ _____, District Attorney for the _____ Judicial Circuit / ____, Solicitor-General for _____ County]], and moves this Court as follows:

1.

The above-named law student has been registered by the Office of Bar Admissions pursuant to Georgia Supreme Court Rules 91-95, the Student Practice Rule, hereinafter the “Rule,” and therefore is authorized as if admitted and licensed to practice law in Georgia, when under the supervision of a member of the State Bar of Georgia, to: advise, prepare legal instruments, appear before courts and administrative agencies and otherwise take action on behalf of any state, local, or other government unit or agency. 
See evidence of registration attached hereto as Exhibit A.

Said law student also meets the qualifications set forth in the “The Law School Public Prosecutor Act of 1970,” O.C.G.A. §15-18-22, commonly known as and hereinafter referred to as the “Third Year Practice Act.” 
See evidence of said qualification attached hereto as Exhibit B.
2.

Said Rule further provides that when a registered law student appears before a court or agency, the judge or presiding officer has authority to prescribe the form and manner by which such student may participate in proceedings.

The Third Year Practice Act contains a similar provision. See O.C.G.A. §15-18-22(e). Said provision, however, unlike the Rule, also requires that before entering an order authorizing said student to assist the District attorney or Solicitor-General, the judge shall further require said student to take an oath similar to the oath administered to assistant district attorneys and assistant solicitors. 
An Order and Oath form satisfying these requirements is attached hereto.
3.


Said Rule further provides that the state, local, or other government unit or agency engaging the services of a registered law student under the Rule shall obtain a signed consent from the person or entity being represented acknowledging that the registered law student will be providing assistance to such person or entity.   The State of Georgia, by enacting O.C.G.A. § 15-18-22, has consented to third year law students assisting in the prosecution of criminal and other cases being brought by the [District Attorney] [Solicitor-General].  

4.

WHEREFORE the State of Georgia prays that this Court grant this Motion, administer to the above-named law student the OATH attached hereto, and authorize the said law student to participate in court proceedings in this judicial circuit / court in the form and manner as set forth in the proposed ORDER attached hereto.
Respectfully submitted this ___ day of _____, 201__.







___________________________________ 







<<Name of DA/S-G>>






[[District Attorney / Solicitor-General]]






[[ _____ Judicial Circuit / _____ County]]
EXHIBIT “A”

Evidence of Registration Pursuant to Georgia Supreme Court Rules 91-95, Student Practice Rule
[[ATTACH THE FOLLOWING:]]

[[Office of Bar Admissions “Evidence of Registration”]]

[[Request For Registration
Pursuant To Student Practice Rule 
And
Certificate Of The Dean]]
[[Student Practice Rule Certification
And
Student Practice Rule Oath]]
EXHIBIT B
Evidence of Student’s Eligibility Under Third Year Practice Act

[[ATTACH THE FOLLOWING:]]
[[Certificate of the Dean – Third Year Practice Act]]
CERTIFICATE OF THE DEAN 

THIRD YEAR PRACTICE ACT

TO THE [[SUPERIOR / STATE]] COURT OF _____ COUNTY:


I, Peter B. “Bo” Rutledge, Dean of the University of Georgia School of Law, an American Bar Association accredited law school, do hereby request the Court to authorize the student named below to practice as a legal assistant in the [[District Attorney’s Office in the _____ Judicial Circuit / Solicitor-General’s Office in _____ County]] in accordance with O.C.G.A. §15-18-22, “The Law School Public Prosecutor Act of 1970” (also known as the “Third Year Practice Act). 


As required by O.C.G.A. §§ 15-18-22(c)(5) and (e), I hereby certify that 

<<Name of Student>>
is regularly enrolled and in good standing in the University of Georgia School of Law and in the University of Georgia School of Law’s Prosecutorial Clinic Program. I further certify that said student has satisfactorily completed at least two-thirds of the requirements for the first professional degree in law (J.D. or its equivalent) at the University of Georgia School of Law in not less than four semesters of residence and is of good moral character.


This _____ day of _______________ , 201 __.






________________________________________ 






Peter B. “Bo” Rutledge, Dean






University of Georgia School of Law
IN THE _______________ COURT OF _______________ COUNTY

STATE OF GEORGIA
IN RE:
____________________ , 

A Law Student Registered Pursuant to the 

Student Practice Rule 
(Registration No. _______________ )

O R D E R

WHEREAS, the above-named law student, a participant in the Prosecutorial Clinic Program at the University of Georgia School of Law, has been registered by the Office of Bar Admissions for student practice pursuant to Supreme Court of Georgia Rules 91-95, the Student Practice Rule, and also meets the qualifications set forth in the “The Law School Public Prosecutor Act of 1970,” O.C.G.A. §15-18-22 (the Third Year Practice Act); and

WHEREAS, Supreme Court of Georgia Rule 92 and O.C.G.A. §15-18-22(e) each provide that a judge or presiding officer has authority to prescribe the form and manner by which such student may participate in proceedings. 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the said registered law student may assist as a prosecutor in any and all criminal and/or juvenile proceedings within this county (or judicial circuit, if applicable) as if admitted and licensed to practice law in this state provided that such student performs these tasks under the supervision of the District Attorney, Solicitor-General, or one of his/her duly-appointed assistants, and further provided that any document prepared by said student that is filed in any court or tribunal or that would have binding legal effect on a person or entity receiving services in relation to said student’s activities pursuant to the Student Practice Rule must be reviewed, approved, and personally signed by the District Attorney, Solicitor-General, or one of his/her duly-appointed assistants.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that during the conduct of any grand jury investigation, administrative proceeding, hearing, trial, or other proceeding in which the registered law student appears, the District Attorney, Solicitor-General, or one of his/her duly-appointed assistants must be physically present unless the judicial officer of the court or tribunal in which the student is appearing determines that the physical presence of the supervising attorney is not necessary. 


IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that a copy of this Order together with Dean’s Third Year Practice Act Certificate and the said student’s Third Year Practice Act Oath shall be filed with the Clerk of Court.
SO ORDERED this _____ day of _______________ , 201__.







_________________________________ 







________________________







Judge, ______________ Court







_______________ County / Circuit
IN THE _______________ COURT OF _______________ COUNTY

STATE OF GEORGIA
IN RE:
____________________ , 

A Law Student Registered Pursuant to the 

Student Practice Rule 

(Registration No. _______________ )
O A T H

 I, ____________________ , swear (or affirm) that I will well, faithfully and impartially and without fear, favor, or affection discharge my duties as a third-year law student prosecutor under “The Law School Public Prosecutor Act of 1970” and the Rules of the Supreme Court of Georgia. I do further swear (or affirm) that I am not the holder of any unaccounted for public money due this State, or any political subdivision or authority thereof; that I am not the holder of any office of trust under the government of the United States, any other state, or any foreign state which I am prohibited from holding by the laws of the State of Georgia; and that I am otherwise qualified to hold said office, according to the Constitution and Laws of Georgia; and that I will support and defend the Constitutions of the United States and the State of Georgia. 


So help me God.


This _____ day of _______________ , 201__.







_________________________________







______________________

A Third-Year Law Student at the 

University of Georgia School of Law

 





Oath witnessed and administered by:

_________________________________ 







________________________







Judge, ______________ Court







_______________ County / Circuit
PROSECUTORIAL CLINIC PROGRAM COMPLIANCE GUIDE 
FOR 

STUDENT PRACTICE RULE / THIRD YEAR PRACTICE ACT

All students enrolled in the Prosecutorial Clinic Program should read and be familiar with the Student Practice Rule, Georgia Supreme Court Rules 91-95 (see Exhibit A) and the Third Year Practice Act, O.C.G.A. §15-18-22 (also known as The Law School Public Prosecutor Act of 1970)(see Exhibit B.)
Student Practice Rule (hereinafter the “Rule”) and Third Year Practice Act (hereinafter the “Act”) – Key Points
[Note: The provisions of the Rule and Act differ in several key respects. The Rule addresses all forms of law student practice in Georgia. The Act, however, is only applicable to law students who engage in student practice in a Georgia prosecutor’s office. Thus, students in the Prosecutorial Clinic Program must comply with both the Rule and the Act.]

The Rule permits a law student to represent and appear on behalf of units of government (like a DA’s Office or a Solicitor-General’s Office) as if licensed to practice law when (1) the student is registered, and (2) the student is under the supervision of a member of the State Bar of Georgia (e.g., a sworn assistant district attorney or assistant solicitor-general).
Rule Eligibility

A law student is eligible for registration under the Rule if the student is (1) enrolled in an ABA approved law school (like UGA Law), and (2) has completed legal studies equivalent to at least two semesters of full-time study (i.e., is recognized by UGA Law as a 2L). 
[Note: A law student desiring to engage in student practice in a Georgia prosecutor’s office under the Act, however, must have completed at least two-thirds of the requirements for the first professional degree in law (J.D. or its equivalent) in not less than four semesters of residence (i.e., is recognized by UGA Law as a 3L).]

Rule Registration

To register an eligible law student under the Rule, the student’s law school must file with the Office of Bar Admissions the following:

(1) a certification by the law school dean that:

a. the student has completed at least two semesters of full-time study,

b. the student is currently in good academic standing, and 

c. to the best of the knowledge of the dean, the student is of good moral character and is prepared to begin the work described under the Rule;
(2) a certification by the law student that the student has 
a. read and is familiar with the Georgia Rules of Professional Conduct, and
b. will comply with all provisions therein applicable to activities undertaken by the student pursuant to the Rule; and 

(3) an oath signed by the law student containing, at a minimum, the affirmations set forth in the Rule.

[Note: To comply with the foregoing registration requirements under the Rule, the Director will furnish to the law school dean a Request for Registration Pursuant to Student Practice Rule and Certificate of the Dean for each eligible law student and will furnish each eligible student with a Student Practice Rule Certification and Student Practice Rule Oath. Upon the signing of these certifications by the dean and each eligible student, respectively, the Director will file the same with the Office of Bar Admissions.]

[Note: The Act provides that before a law student may engage in third year practice in a prosecutor’s office, a judge must “tak[e] care that the … good moral character of the third-year student … [is] properly certified by the dean of the law school. Thus, in order to fully comply with the Act, a second certification of the law school dean, a Certificate of the Dean – Third Year Practice Act, is necessary. The Director will prepare this second certification and furnish the same to each student for use at the student’s swearing in ceremony. See Authorized Activities section below (explaining the prerequisites for the swearing in ceremony.]

Evidence of Rule Registration

Upon determining that a student has complied with all registration requirements, the Office of Bar Admissions shall assign a (registration) number to each registered student and provide to the student evidence of registration in electronic or printed form. 
Rule Registration - Duration
Registration under the Rule shall remain in effect until the student’s graduation from law school unless earlier terminated.

[Note: The Office of Bar Admissions on its own or at the request of the law school dean may terminate a student’s registration under the Rule at any time without prior notice or hearing and without any showing of cause.]
Authorized Activities
A registered law student may advise, prepare legal documents,
 appear before courts, and otherwise take action on behalf of a state or local government unit (like a DA’s Office or a Solicitor-General’s Office). 

When a registered law student appears before a court, the judge has the authority to prescribe the form and manner by which such student may participate in proceedings. This is typically accomplished at the student’s swearing in ceremony by the entry of a court order signed by the judge. 

[Note: In order to fully comply with the Act, a second oath is necessary. Said oath must be “similar to the oath required by a district attorney.” The Director will furnish each student with an Oath form meeting this requirement for the student and judge’s use at the student’s swearing in ceremony.] 
[Note: The Act further provides that the dean's certificate, the student's oath, and the judge's order shall be filed with the clerk of court.] 
The registered student shall include the student’s registration number on the signature line of any document prepared pursuant to this Rule. 

Moreover, the registered student should be prepared to produce evidence of the student’s registration upon request when appearing before any court.

Compensation 

A registered law student is not permitted to receive compensation of any kind for the services the student renders under the Rule or Act.
[Note: ABA guidelines also prohibit a law student from receiving compensation of any kind for services rendered in connection with coursework in which a student is receiving academic credit.]
Privileged Communications

Communications between the client of a supervising attorney and a registered law student shall be privileged to the same extent as communications protected by attorney-client privilege and work product doctrine and protected as confidential under the Georgia Rules of Professional Conduct.
[Note: Each jurisdiction participating in the Prosecutorial Clinic Program has signed a Memorandum of Understanding authorizing law students to discuss their externship cases and activities with the Director of the Program and waiving any privilege / confidentiality rules which might otherwise prevent such communications.] 
Supervision
An attorney who supervises a registered law student shall (1) confirm that the student is properly and currently registered, (2) have personal and professional responsibility for all of the student’s activities under the Rule, (3) counsel and assist the student (especially with respect to matters of professional responsibility and legal ethics), (4) review, approve, and personally sign any document prepared by the student that is filed in any court (and ensure that any document signed by the student denotes the student’s registered status under the Rule), (5) [inapplicable to student prosecutors]
, and (6) be physically present during the conduct of grand jury proceedings, hearings, trials, or other proceedings in which the registered student appears unless the judicial officer presiding at such proceeding determines that the physical presence of the supervising attorney is not necessary.
 
Exhibit A

Student Practice Rule, Georgia Supreme Court Rules 91-95

Exhibit B

Third Year Practice Act, O.C.G.A. §15-18-22 

� The Act, on the other hand,  provides that “[t]he authority to assist a district attorney [solicitor-general] as allowed under [the Act] shall extend for no longer than 18 months” and shall terminate earlier “if the student ceases his or her enrollment, is suspended, or is expelled.” (Emphasis supplied.)


� The Act further provides that “all indictments, presentments, pleadings, and other entries of record must be signed by a district attorney [or solicitor-general] or by his duly appointed assistant….” (Emphasis supplied.)


� The Rule requires that a supervising attorney must obtain a signed consent from the “client” acknowledging that the supervising attorney is being assisted by a student registered under the Rule. In criminal matters, however, the “client” is the State of Georgia (not the victim). And the General Assembly, on behalf of the State of Georgia, in enacting the Third Year Practice Act, has tacitly consented to the use of law students to assist prosecutors in the prosecution of criminal (and quasi-criminal) matters in this state.   


� The Act, however, provides for no such exception and states that “in the conduct of a grand jury investigation, trial, or other criminal proceeding, a district attorney [solicitor-general] or his duly appointed assistant must be physically present.” (Emphasis supplied.)





